[How competent is the physician?].
Medicine's primary concern is ethical; science and technology must be subordinated human concerns. The article argues that ethical wisdom should be considered the most important quality in a doctor, being necessary in order to ensure that the doctor's theoretical knowledge and practical skills are used for the benefit of the patient. A young doctor describes his attempts to make use of philosophical insight--in particular some elements of Aristotle's ethics--while reflecting on his own clinical experiences, trying to counterbalance medicine's "scientific culture". The case is made that knowledge of human nature, respect for the patient's views and values, and acknowledgement of the doctor's fallibility are central to ethical wisdom in medicine.